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Democrat to Challenge Turner in Ninth District

By JACOB GERSHMAN And ANDREW GROSSMAN

FEBRUARY 6, 2012, 11:56 P.M. ET

Democratic Queens Assemblyman Rory Lancman plans to launch a campaign for Congress against Rep. Bob Turner, the Republican who won the seat previously held by Anthony Weiner in a special election last September.

Many had expected that Mr. Turner's Ninth District, which includes parts of Brooklyn and Queens, would be carved up in the decennial redistricting process, which is currently under way.

But the entry of Mr. Lancman, who is close to Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, suggests that the district may survive. Mr. Silver is one of the most powerful forces in the redistricting process.

Mr. Lancman, who was first elected to the Assembly in 2006, said his bid is contingent on the district remaining intact.

"I'm reasonably confident that the Ninth will survive, and I will get a chance to run against Bob Turner," he said. "Once it's confirmed, then all of the groundwork we've done to that point will convert to an actual live Lancman for Congress campaign." 

Mr. Turner has said he will run for re-election to Congress in November no matter where the lines are drawn.

The news of Mr. Lancman's planned entry into the race was first reported by the New York Times on its website.
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